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Idaho Sage-grouse Initiative (SGI) Option C 
established a payment option for participants who do 
not graze livestock to develop a wildlife habitat 
management plan, and conduct monitoring and 
reporting. This job sheet provides guidance for 
documenting the participant requirements to certify 
payment.  
 
Purpose and Resource Inventory 
Upland wildlife habitat concerns identified during the 
conservation planning process will be managed to 
maintain or enhance habitat for greater sage-grouse 
and other wildlife. 
 
The Species Habitat Evaluation for Greater Sage-
grouse in Idaho (SHE-GSG) and the Idaho Sage-
grouse Threats Checklist will be used to identify 
habitat concerns. Factors scoring less than 0.5 on the 
SHE-GSG are considered limiting. Facilitating 
practices and management activities should be 
planned to raise factor scores under control of the 
participant above 0.5. Factor scores that exceed 0.75 
are preferred. 
 
Idaho Biology Technical Note 19 – Wildlife Habitat 
Appraisal Guide will be completed to identify general 
habitat concerns. Rangeland Inventory forms listed 
under Sage-grouse Habitat Inventory in ID-645-SGI-
SPEC for the Prescribed Grazing Options A & B will 
also be completed. 
 
Practice Specifications 
SGI Option C must include three components: 1) plan 
development, 2) monitoring, and 3) reporting.  

Plan development. The participant will work with an 
NRCS biologist or other qualified professional to 

develop a narrative wildlife habitat management plan 
for lands enrolled in SGI. Pages 3-7 of this job sheet 
may be used to document the plan. Plans, practices, 
and management activities used should be 
recommended by NRCS or Idaho Department of Fish 
& Game (IDFG) biologists to ensure general wildlife 
needs are met, and reduce or eliminate threats to 
sage-grouse identified on the Idaho Sage-grouse 
Threats Checklist. The plan should specifically 
state the benefits to greater sage-grouse that will 
result through implementation. Practices and 
activities contracted under a facilitating practice 
standard (e.g. fence markers under Fence) shall be 
planned under the applicable standard using 
approved specifications and/or job sheets. Any 
activity proposed that could impact nesting birds or 
incur short-term losses in wildlife or habitat should 
have concurrence from the local office of the IDFG. 
Implementation of management activities shall not 
occur during the greater sage-grouse breeding period 
(March 1 - June 15), unless specifically 
recommended and approved by the local office of the 
IDFG.  

Monitoring. Annual monitoring of this practice is 
required to determine if:  

1) planned benefits to greater sage-grouse are 
resulting, 

2) upland wildlife habitat goals are being met,  

3) facilitating practices are functioning or need 
repair   

and  

4) modifications are needed. 

Monitoring locations will be established and shown on 
a map. Resource Inventory forms completed for plan 
development will be used by the participant with 
assistance from NRCS to monitor the effectiveness of 
the planned management activities. Monitoring 
Protocols for SGI will be followed to document 
baseline data collected. Field office planners and 
landowners will collect data according to protocols. 
The placement of permanent transects should be 
located in key sage-grouse areas throughout the 
operation. Photographs showing the condition of the 
habitat before and after plan implementation shall 
also be taken from repeatable photo points. 
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The participant will work with NRCS to revise the 
wildlife habitat management plan if monitoring reveals 
that planned benefits to greater sage-grouse or other 
habitat concerns are not being met. 

Monitoring will continue for a minimum of one year 
after all management activities and facilitating 
practices have been implemented. 

Reporting. The participant must implement all 
management activities and facilitating practices 

identified in the plan during the first two years on 
the contract, in addition to conducting monitoring. All 
activities and monitoring must be recorded. The 
data must be sent to state office to summarize for 
reports to USFWS documenting our efforts to 
improve habitat for sage-grouse.  Data reported to 
USFWS will not identify landowner or exact locations. 
Monitoring forms and photos must be included. 

 
 
Required documentation includes the wildlife habitat management plan, monitoring 
forms and maps, and records of all management activities. The plan must specifically 
state the benefits to greater sage-grouse that will result through implementation. 
 
 
 
CLIENT’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 
 The Client acknowledges that: 

a. The participant will work with a qualified professional to develop a wildlife habitat management plan for the SGI 
lands. 

b.   Plans and management activities used should be recommended by NRCS or IDFG biologists to ensure wildlife 
needs are met. 

c.   All recommended facilitating practices and management activities will be implemented during the first two years 
of the contract. No activities will be implemented during the breeding period without specific permission. 
Monitoring will be performed for a minimum of one year. 

b. The participant has received a copy of this job sheet and the wildlife habitat management plan and understands 
the contents and requirements. 

Accepted by:/s/          Date:      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791. 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Basic Upland Wildlife Habitat Management Plan for SGI 
 

Upland wildlife habitat concerns identified during the conservation planning process will be 
managed to maintain or enhance habitat for greater sage-grouse and other wildlife. 
Facilitating practices planned will have the appropriate specification and/or job sheet 
completed and attached to the wildlife habitat management plan. 
 
Landowner Objectives: 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Target Wildlife Species:  
Greater sage-grouse 

Others:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Identified Limiting Factor(s) to Greater Sage-grouse and Other Wildlife: 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Statement of Specific Benefits to Greater Sage-grouse from Planned Activities and 
Facilitating Practices: 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Potential T and E Species that Could be Found on this Site: 
If T and E species or species of concern are within ¼ mile of the planning area according to the 
Conservation Data Center database, then these species must be listed in the plan. If a T and E 
species or species of concern other than greater sage-grouse are found on SGI enrolled lands, 
all facilitating practices and activities must be planned to protect and enhance these species. 
List species to be planned for: 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Planned Management Activities to Address Identified Limiting Factors: 
 
Describe specific management activities planned for each year below and how it will address 
the identified limiting factor(s). All management activities selected need to be approved by 
NRCS biologist and should only be selected AFTER a site visit has been completed. NO 
ACTIVITY WILL BE IMPLEMENTED DURING THE GREATER SAGE-GROUSE NESTING 
PERIOD (March 1 – June 15) UNLESS PERMISSION HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM IDFG. 
 
Location and timing of all management activities will be shown on a Plan map.  
 
Year 1 Planned Activities - Description:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Activity 

Implemented 
Date of 

Implementation 
Location 

Implemented 
Problems with 

Implementation 
1     

2     

3     
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Year 2 Planned Activities - Description: 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Activity 

Implemented 
Date of 

Implementation 
Location 

Implemented 
Problems with 

Implementation 
1     

2     

3     

 
 



Sage-Grouse Initiative Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)                                                                 
Option C: No Livestock Grazing 
Conservation Practice Job Sheet                                                        ID - SGI, JS-28 
Natural Resources Conservation Service - Idaho                                          June 2010 
 

 
SGI Upland Wildlife Habitat Management - 645    Page 6 
 
 
     
 

Monitoring 
 
Year 2: 
 
  Date of 

Monitoring 
Locations Monitored Forms Completed Modification of Plan 

Needed? 

1     
 
 

 
 

2     

3     

 
Year 3:  
 
  Date of 

Monitoring 
Locations Monitored Forms Completed Modification of Plan 

Needed? 
1     

2     

3     
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Reporting Checklist: 
 
Planned Activity Sheet completed _______ 
 
Facilitating Practice(s) Certification _______ 
 
Monitoring Sheet completed _______ 
 
Monitoring Forms attached _______ 
 
Photos attached _______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


